
     

 
 The Minnesota Indian 

Women’s Resource Center is a non-profit social and  

  educational service center in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Our library is a excellent  

  resource for materials relating to Grandparents and Other Relatives Raising 

Children in Indian Country as well as many other issues relating to Native  

  Americans. We offer technical assistance and trainings on a variety of topics.  

  Call or e-mail for more information.    
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Framing the Issues  
     
    Native American grandparents’ roles as  
cultural conservator and teacher are as important 

today as they have ever been, as generation after  

generation of children face the difficulties of  

growing up in a society that marginalizes them. 

     

    A 1969 study by the Association of American  

Indian Affairs revealed that 25% to 35% of Native 

American children were removed from their homes 

and placed in non-Native foster or adoptive homes. 

Generations of children have grown up without a  

connection to their cultural identity. These issues 

were often compounded by mental health concerns 

and/or substance abuse. This cycle of 1) separation 

from family, 2) loss of identity and 3) substance 

abuse and/or mental health issues often continued 

with their children.  

     

    Today grandparents and relatives provide  

primary care for children that have been removed 

from the home. Families can be mended when 

grandparents are able to retain their role as  

cultural conservator and teacher. Children can 1) 

feel more connected to their culture, 2) develop a 

stronger sense of identity  and 3) reduce their risk 

of substance abuse and/or mental health issues.  

     

    Caring and sharing across generations, which 

cultivates cultural continuity and positive identity, 

can help stop this cycle of intergenerational trau-

ma. However, there are many barriers that must 

be overcome. The issues outlined in the next sec-

tion all disproportionately affect Native  

Americans and are high priorities in the movement 

to strengthen families and communities. 

The Issues Disproportionately 

Affecting Native Americans  
 

Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA)  
“American Indian children were the second most 

over represented minority, comprising 1.6% of the 

population, but 10.3% of the out-of-home place-

ments.”  (Minnesota Child Welfare Report for 2000, 

2002) 

 

Mental Health & Identity 
“The suicide rate for American Indians is 72% high-

er than the general population.  The highest suicide 

rate is found in American Indians ages  

15-34…”  (NAMI Resource Manual, 2003) 

 

Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drugs (ATOD) 
Among persons aged 12 or older, the rate of  

substance dependence or abuse was highest among 

American Indians (14.1%).  (DHS SAMHSA Office 

of Applied Studies, 2002) 

 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)  
“The incidence of FASD was highest among   

American Indians… the overall rate of FASD was 

2.97 per 1,000, …as compared to 0.09 for Cauca-

sians.”  (Native American Mental Illness, 2003) 

 

Diabetes 
On average, American Indians and Alaska Natives 

are 2.3 times as likely to have diabetes as non-

Hispanic whites of similar age.  (National Diabetes 

Information Clearinghouse, 2002) 


