
Boarding School 101: Kill the Indian, Save the Man 

Intent: Kill the Indian, Save the Man 

The operating Worldview of the time espoused that the culture and values of Western     
Euro-America were to be fostered and upheld as a vehicle for continued “colonization” and 
natural resource exploitation of the “conquered lands”.  

During the mid 19th century, with continued migration, immigration, colonization, “empire 
building”, land ownership issues conflicted with the practice of separation in the form of setting 
aside reservations for the Native populations.  

As a result, a new approach was needed: that of assimilation and acculturation. Hence, the 
idea for boarding schools and day schools where young American Indians would live separate 
from their families and culture and where they can be immersed in the language, values and 
customs of the prominent culture was implemented. 

Timeline 

The system of coercing or forcing Native American Children to attend Boarding schools began 
with President Ulysses Grant’s 1869 “Peace Policy”. 

In 1879, Captain Richard H. Pratt opened the first federally sanctioned Boarding school, The 
Carlisle Industrial Training School, in Carlisle, PA. 

Between 1879 - mid 20th Century: 100,000 Native Americans were forced by the US 
Government to attend such schools. 

Effects: Soul Wounds 

• Victimization: forced assimilation, grueling labor, sexual abuse and physical abuse were
the general experiences of the “students” who attended these schools.

• Cultural Loss

• Diversity: The diversity among boarding school students created a range of
experiences, attitudes and responses which assisted in “Pan Indian” Identity Formation.

• Cultural Persistence: While the intentions of the boarding schools were assimilation and
identity eradication, they greatly effected Native American identity formation, “eventually
fuel[ing] the drive for political and cultural self-determination in the late 20th century” (from

American Indian Boarding School Experiences: Recent Studies from Native Perspectives, Julie Davis 2001.)

Additional Sources: Richard Pratt – “Kill the Indian, Save the Man”, http://socrates.bmcc.cuny.edu/bfriedheim/pratt.html ; 
Amnesty Magazine, Soul Wound: The Legacy of Native American Schools,, 
http://www.amnestyusa.org/amnestynow/soulwound.html  
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